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Few things prepare you for meeting a great ape in the wild. It is all too easy to be 

sentimental about animals, but even so, after a couple of hours' hard trekking through the 

Borneo rainforest, the first sight of the ape high above us left us silent with wonder. 

For here was the magnificent man of the forest, orang-utan, in his natural habitat. Totally 

wild, totally unhabituated to Man, aware of our presence but unconcerned, the huge ape, 

walked slowly through the branches like a gymnast. 

In the heart of Borneo it seems that Nature is untamed and unable to be destroyed. It is 

all too easy to forget that it is, in fact, as fragile as a butterfly's wing. 

A new United Nations Environment Programme report, The Last Stand of the 

Orang-utan, claims that by the beginning of the 2020s, the great rainforests of Borneo and 

Sumatra will have vanished. This will mean the certain extinction of the wild orang-utan, 

the numbers of which have already halved in the past couple decades.  

And the cause of this severe destruction? Largely, it seems, the massive growth of palm oil 

plantations which, it is claimed, are literally killing these apes by depriving them of their 

last remaining habitat. 

Few people are aware of the threat posed by palm oil. One of the principal reasons that 

palm oil has become such a sought-after commodity is its growing use as an alternative, 

environmentally-friendly fuel source. Indeed, according to some green-minded folk, palm oil 

could help save the world by bringing global warming to halt. Yet in so doing, it risks 

bringing about the extinction of one of the well-loved species on the planet. 

Palm oil is obtained from the fruit of the African oil palm. It has been used in West African 

cooking for centuries, and was later widely used for an industrial purpose. Indeed, the great 

engines of Britain's Industrial Revolution were running by West African Palm oil, and the 

substance also found a use in soap manufacture. 

Throughout the 20th century, the use of palm oil gradually declined, but in recent times 

there has been a resurgence. In the UK, it is used as an ingredient in everything from soap to 

lipstick, margarine to ready meals of all kinds.  

Although its origins lie in Africa, most of the world's palm oil today comes from Malaysia 

and Indonesia, particularly the huge equatorial islands of Borneo and Sumatra. 

To many, this is a good thing. Palm oil provides a valuable income for what are poor parts 

of the world. And it's healthy, too. But it is palm oil’s potential for fighting global warming 



that has made it the focus of worldwide attention. 

Because palm oil also forms the raw material necessary to produce a plant-derived fuel, 

the fuel is already being used by some eco-aware drivers, and it doesn't contribute to global 

warming.  

So it's a healthy ingredient in food and an eco-friendly fuel source. What's the problem? 

Well, even a short visit to Borneo will tell you the answer to this question.   

We were lucky enough to see orang-utans, but a couple of day's boat-ride away we 

also saw the other Borneo. This is the frontline in Mankind's great war on nature, 

where the rainforest has been torn up to be replaced by a wasteland of shrubs and 

mud.  And this is actually the deforestation in action.     

And it's getting worse. Despite strict rules governing what can and cannot be cut down, as 

much as 80 per cent of Indonesian jungle clearance is carried out illegally. After the land 

has been cleared, it can be planted for palm oil. And for the wildlife that once made its home 

in the forest, this is a tragedy. Once the forests have been replaced by palms, there is no 

hope even for the native species that has escaped being trapped or shot in the initial land 

clearance. 

The result has been a catastrophe for the orang-utans and a host of other rare and 

wonderful species. Palm oil may well be a fuel of the future for man in his urban jungles. 

But sadly, it may also cause the glorious 'man of the forest' to cease to exist. 

 

Question 1 

What does the author mean by line.7-8 ( ( ( (It is all too easy to forget that it is, in fact, as fragile 

as a butterfly's wing.)  Clarify what the “butterly’s wing” means and explain it in your 

own words in English. 

 

Question 2 

ボルネオの自然をめぐる現状と問題点について上記エッセイではどのように述べられて

いるか、１００字以内（句読点を含む）の日本語で要約しなさい。 

 

Question 3 

 Industrial development while preserving the nature and wild lives is a challenging 

topic all over the world. Discuss your opinion using this case in Borneo as an example. 

(200-300 words in English)   
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Following chart is the result of an international survey on the factors that people think 

would affect whether you would succeed in life or not. 

Explain what you can understand from the results in English.(100 -150 words) 

 

Factors of Success in Life
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